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for

{ Ironmongery, Cutlery, Tools,

Paints, Distempers, Varnishes,

Brushes, Glass and China, {

etc., etc.—at Prices unheard of
in the Distriet.

F
|
’ CASH HARDWARE STORES
!

Proprietor - - A. V. JONES,

11 TY-NEWYDD TERRACE, NEWBRIDGE.

MONMOUTHSHIRE BRUSH
FACTORY

J. PERIAM & SONS

CONTRACTORS to the CORPORATION of

NEWPORT and LOCAL GOVERNMENT

DEPARTMENTS for OVER A QUARTER
OF A CENTURY.

r All kinds of Household and Machine Brashes made or
repaired af the shoriest notice

‘ Awardsd Cartificats of Merit st ithe Royal Show 1927.

1 & 2 John St., Rogerstone, MON. |

RHIWDERIN 18

Telsphona:
g { AUTOMATIC 73.
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*“SAFETY FIRST.”

1007/,
of our Drivers
have been awarded the
National ‘Safety First’
Association’s Diploma
for Careful Driving.

THE FIRST PUBLIC PASSENGER

TRANSPORT COMPANY in SOUTH

WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE
TO RECEIVE THE HONOUR.

%
LEWIS & JAMES Ltd.

CROSSKEYS, Mon.
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YENDALL'S DO

YOUR PRINTING.
YENDALL & Co. Ltd.

Printers & Typefounders MODERN TYPOGRAPHY

RISCA, MON, GOOD CRAFTSMANSHIP
Telephone 7439,

ROMILLY MOTOR CO. Ltd.

. Automobile E ngineers

and Coachbuilders
AR T

Sale Distributors for ALE.C. Commercial and Passenger
Vehicles for SOUTH WALES & MONMOUTHSHIRE

20 ROMILLY CRESCENT

CARDIFF
Telephone : Cardiff 4530, Telegrams : ** Rometer, Cardiif. "
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Telephone: NEWPORT 3519

JOHN JENKINS

HERBERT V. JENKINS, Proprietor)

Manufacturer of Sun Blinds
for Shops and Private Residences.

| Waterproof Covers, Rick Sheets. Teats, etc.
Hoods Re-covered. Celluloid Panels Renewed.

QUALITY & WORKMANSHIP UNEXCELLED

33 EBENEZER TERRACE

(CARDIFF ROAD)
NEWPORT.
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OUR DEVELOPING and PRINTING

Facilities are such that we CAN and
DO produce Best Results in -

the Minimum of Time, -

with the mosl
Reasanable

Charges.

BADGETT - Chemist

CLARENCE PLACE, NEWPORT

TELEPHONE 7

) and 12 Gladstone Street, CROSSKEYS.

TELEPHONE 4




The increasingly popular

STOW PARK SALONS

(Mrs. F. GUNTER WILLIAMS)

216 Stow Hill - NEWPORT.

As Dressedd by one Operators,

PER".‘."EHT WAVING, by the MNew ™ Rus™

schine. The Latest of all Permanent Waving Machines.
producink Soft, Naturel snd Lasiink Waves. Perlect
Comfort for the Cliens Also Experts in Water-Waving.
re-settingd Permanent Wavesand Marcel Wavint. Chiropody.

q Take the Stow Hill Car and alight at Bassalles Road.

nearly opposite Saloms. Hours: 9=7.

Upen Thursday Afternoon. Saturday 1| o'clock
Phone : Newport 2681.




Telephone : Cardift 1617. Telehrams : "' Flamesx, Cardiff.”

SOUTH WALES [ 7.cwccice | ENGINEERS

LTD.
FIRE ENGINEERS AND SPECIALISTS
in every description of APPLIANCE for

FIRE BEVENTON

Contractors to the Principal Municipsl Awuthoriti Publie and
Private PFire Brikad (!:Iluﬂu and Works, tals emd
Institutions. Oil and Shippink Companies, etc.

"

Enquiries are Soliciied {or

neral Fire Britade enis, Fire Fiiti Da il

allm' u"['luﬂ Sﬂlmﬁ:: " l%r:l-hﬁ“.ﬂﬁ.“

and Refills, Fire Hydrants, Au n- F... Alarms and Sprinkler
Installations, lrom Fire pes, Iron Doors, ete.

Corfaloguwe will be sent on applicalion.
Head Office: WALTERS BUILDINGS,

BUTE DOCKS, CARDIFF.

‘PHONE 6124

. .
: ' Send fo Serck

MOTOR RADIATOR

' MANUFACTURERS
TRADE MASN AND REPAIRERS.

Any type repaired or replaced.
§ SERCK RADIATORS Ltd. £
a 60a CLIVE ROAD &
3 CANTON CARDIFF E‘

Quotations Given




ESTABLISHED 1864.

Wallace dJones & Sons

P HOUSE - *
FURNISHERS

l'l‘llh"

iiiiii

FURNITURE in the

We offer one of the
Largest Selections of }
County.

CASH or EASY
PAYMENTS.

»

Also - - UNDERTAKERS,
BUILDERS" MERCHANTS,

IRONMONGERS.

"Phone - - ABERCARN 7.
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ILLUSTRATED

HANDBOOK

OF THE

Omnibus Services
and

Motor Coach Tours

CONDUCTED BY THE

WESTERN VALLEYS

GARAGE & ENGINEERING CO.

CROSSKEYS, Mon.

Telephone :
Crosskeys 6.

PUBLISHED FOR THE PROPRIETORS :
LEWIS & JAMES LTD.

Infringement of copyritht of Cover
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DEEBEE

BUILDING MATERIALS

BROUGHT to YOUR DOOR
By our

DEEBEE

REGULAR ROAD SERVICE

EVERY REQUIREMENT

Send us your enquiries

DAVIES BROS.

(NEWPORT) LTD.

LONDON WHARF
NEWPORT.

TELEPHONE - 2161 (2 lines)
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W ESTERN VALLEYS

MOTOR OMNIBUS SERVICES

The regular Motor Omnibus Services operated by
the Western Valleys Garage and Engineering Company
spread their tentacles chiefly over the county of

onmouth, but spread also over the border into
Glamorganshire, and in the aggregate serve one of the
most important of the South Wales coalfield.
Within this area IE: Services are extraordinarily intense.
The old habit of * waiting for the bus ** seems to have
been almost eliminated in this district by the frequency
with which the Western Valleys vehicles run. In many
places it seems that one bus is hardly out of sight before
another one appears upon the same route, so that local
residents are to count upon being able to travel
for shopping or pleasure at practically any moment of
the day they please, without being compelled to make
their with one eye on an arbitrary and inconvenient
time-table. But, in addition to serving so thoroughly
the needs of residents within the area, the Western
Valleys Services are a great utility to visitors who come
into this part of Monmouthshire and South Wales on
either business or pleasure. They have solved the
question of transport for commercial travellers working
among the mining towns, and their advantages should
also be known by those tourists who hurry by along the
main road thro South Wales, touching such places
as Newport and iff, without thinking that there may
be anything to see in the mining valleys which stretch
up to the north. As a matter of fact, there is a good
deal to see, and although many Guide books ignore this
district because of its essentially industrial character,
it has such distinct features of its own that no one who
would wish to have a comprehensive knowledge of
Britain can afford to leave this area unvisited.

Comparing it with some other coal-mining areas,
it has a vastly more attractive landscape and a notable
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Telephone Telephone
12 12

We are the only Marconiphone Service
Agents in the Western Valleys.

WE ARE
l Wireless Specialists }

LUSH # THOMAS

Stockists of

All the leading makes of Valves,
Batteries, HT. Accumulators,

in fact anything WIRELESS.,

If you find you want something

in a hurry——Telephone us—

and we will deliver anywhere

where the Blue Buses run, they '

will deliver for us to vou the
same day.

RISCA ROAD, CROSS KEYS

OUR TELEPHONE
CROSS KEYS 12.

Telephone Telephone
12 12
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WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

absence of that slum character sometimes found in
colliery districts. It is, for instance, a much more
kindly mgﬁ,‘tn travel in than the West Riding of
Yorkshire. collieries scem to be less obtrusive,
and between the mining towns there are glorious stretches
of wooded hill country, with deeply-carved valleys,
through which the little rivers flow.

In the course of the succeeding pages it is proposed
to give a brief descriptive account of those parts of
Monmouthshire and r&numd the regular
Motor Bus Services of the pmrf. ing first the
main traffic route extending from Newport via Risca,
Abercarsn and Newbridge to Crumlin, then with the
rather lon_ﬁr service from Cardiff to Blackwood, which
to a considerable extent follows the same ground, and
afterwards with the branch services which extend in
various directions.

SERVICE No. 1.
Newport to Crumlin,

A long climb out of Newport carries us past the
fine old church of St. Woollos, -Edn has in recent years
become the pro-Cathedral of the new Monmouth diocese.
It stands finely d on a hill site, towering right above
the town, and from round about it splendid views ma
be gained right across the busy Newport docks, wit
the Transporter Bridge rising high above them. The
church itself is well worth a wvisit, for, although the great
tower belongs to the comparatively late Perpendicular
pmnd'k » much of the interior shows the original Norman
wor

This notable landmark stands at the top of Stow
Hill, and beyond here the road begins to switchback
up and down through the pleasant northern residential
suburbs of Newport.

Immediately beyond the tram terminus a beautiful
%l:ﬂfn:mnlwnodlmd&inguth:m:dﬂnthtltﬂ.

1s is Coed Melyn Park, open to the public, and




The Appetite Creator

BEFORE RETURNING HOME CALL AT

THOMAS’

My Pies, Cooked Meats and Pastries

are Delicious

“THE PIE SHOP,"
‘ HIGH STREET : NEWPORT

; Opposite G.P.O. Telephone 4428




WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

inserted in the wall of it is a stone with an inscription
in Hebrew and English reading “ The Gift of
Tredegar.” Hereabouts we are in the district known
as Hiﬂ-: Cross, where important residential developments
have lately taken place. For many years some of New-
port’s leading business men have had their pleasant
villas surrounded by grounds at High Cross, but more
recently a large number of attractive-looking semi-
detached villas, whose red-tiled roofs look bright against
the green hillsides, have sprung up along the main road.
These, naturally, are the homes chiefly of people with
business interests in Newport, and the Western Valleys
Motor Buses passing their doors afford them a particu-
larly convenient means of travelling to and from the town.
As the road passes through Cefn the wooded hill
of Coed Mawr looms up boldly on the left, and the
Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal comes right up to
the road on the right. The Newport Golf Course is on

YoU swNouUvLD VISIT

THE WOOD SHOP

That Caters salely for —— CABINET
MAKERS. UPHOLSTERERS, JOINERS

AND ALL WOODWORKERS
TIMBERS in all widths and thicknesses, cut
T B g R
Lonn Moskdin m

inet-Making - Ironmongery,

Escellent snd ve Stocks. NO
ORDER TOO SMALL OR TOO LARGE
Competitive Prices.

THE WESTERN WOODWORKERS' SUPPLY CO.
7 Skinner St., (o, 25 ) Newport, Mon.
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WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

the right-hand side of the route, just before its junction
with the road which comes up from Cardiff
Rogerstone, so that the Wﬂltrn Valleys bus has among
its other versatile characteristics that of the Golfers’ bus.
Pontymister, with
its clear signs of in-
dustry, on the left of
the road is a sort of
prelude to Risca,which
spreads itself out for a
mile-and-a-half along
the road. Here we are
definitely in the Ebbw
Vale, with the river
flowing quite close to
the road on the left.
Risca itself is a popu-
lous town, surrounded
by collieries, iron and
steel and tinplate works,
but its intensely in
dustrial surroundings
cannot blot out the
magnificence of the
landscape, for as we
travel through the main
street the great mass of Medart Mountain (1,261 ft.), and
afterwards Twmbarlwm (1,374 ft.), are seen rising high
above the town. Crosskeys, which is practically an
extension of Risca, for the houses of the two
continuous, stands close beneath the shadow of Mynydd-
y-Llan (1,264 ft.), which has a large quarry cut into
its face. Here are situated the Head Offices and Central
Depbt of the Western Valleys Omnibus Services, which
may be reached by turning to the left at the * Round
House.”” Crosskeys is a point of some strategic import-
ance in the services of the Western Valleys system, for
here the branch route to Ynys-ddu turns off sharply to
the left, and will be briefly described in due course.

16




WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

The main route goes forward through the narrow street
of Cwmcarn, and on through the larger town of Abercarn,
where the first colliery actually shows itself, standing
beside the road, although we have been travelling through

the colliery

district for
some  miles.
At  Abercarn
the chun:h
perched on its
wooded hull,
with battle-
mented walls
rising high
above the
trees, makes a
splendid land-
mark, while
down below a
group of old
houses, with
uaint HI}I{
gomer win-
dﬂ“- Ei-vﬂ d
picturesque
touch to the

:"'- foreground.
As we come

nearer to the
A Virw oF ABERCARN. church an im-

portant group
of modern buildings opens out on the right, with the

:d.lmﬂhlydﬁlgn:d Abercarn Library and Institute
standing in close company with the more conventional
Cnunr:ll Offices, in front of which the War Memoral
stands in a pleasant little garden.

As the road gradually ascends between the mountains
the valley becomes v:r:.f deeply cut, and beyond Abercarn
is beautifully wooded. There is a particularly attractive

17




WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

stretch of road between Abercarn and Newbridge, where
it passes along the shoulder of a steep hillside, which is
clothed with a rich mantle of woods, that serve largely
to hide the big industries lying down close to the niver
on the left. Ir noise comes up to us, but we see
little of them.

Here and there, in striking contrast to the modern
surroundings, an old Welsh cottage, with whitewashed
walls, huge chimneys and thatched roof, comes into the
picture. One such cottage stands alongside the road
at a place where a great mass of willow-herb, making
a ious touch of colour in summer, banks up on the
left across the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal, while
the woods on the right are rich in ferns.

People in other parts of England who have visualized
South Wales and Monmouthshire as a sort of unmitigated

tch of ugliness, have little idea of the rich natural

uties and strong touches of the picturesque which
can be found by exploring even such an essentially
industrial district as the Ebbw Valley.

Newbridge Em to be quite a considerable town,
with its houses climbing up the steep hillside. We cross
the Ebbw River byltlh: " New " bridge which gives the
town its name, and ere again we are at a very important
junction of routes, for the road to Pont-llan-fraith and
Blackwood, and ﬂ:nmalli‘ﬂu Bargoed, goes south-west
from here, while Service No. 1 continues its northward
course for another mile to its terminus at Crumlin.

This latter place is a typical specimen of the
numerous and closely neighbouring colliery towns of
the Western Valleys, but has one great distinguishing
feature, and that is the remarkable nﬁ:r viaduct which
strides across the valley to carry the line from Pontypool
across the deep of the Ebbw. It is a splendid
engineering work, of an extraordinarily light and airy
character, graceful to a degree that few railway works
can hope to be. It was constructed as long ago as 1857,
and does high credit to the engineering skill of that
period. It is entirely constructed of iron lattice work,

18
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WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

and it is said that no less than 2,500 tons of local iron,
made at Blaenavon, were required for its construction.
The erection was carried out by a staff of two hundred
men, and in spite of the obviously perilous nature of the

OLp Wesn House oN THE ABERCARN TO NEwsmipGE Roap.

undertaking, only one life was lost. At the time of its
construction it was regarded as one of the modern
wmdtﬂan:ln.audzut::um tluudaﬁofuum:nu
engineering progress it is still a most
for the n::;mr who sees it for the first ume. (%el: p. 10).
Apart from its viaduct, Crumlin is chiefly notable
as the point at which the road for Abertillery and the
higher part of the Ebbw Valley strikes off at right angles
from the Pontypool road.

SERVICE No. 2.
Ynysddu to Newport.
Until recent years, Ynysddu was a tiny village

away up in the picturesque valley of the Sirhowy river,

19




WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

which flows into the Ebbw near Risca, and people who
wrote about this part of Wales found little to remark
uFon concerning it save the fact that it was the birthplace
of * Islwyn,” otherwise the Rev. William Thomas,
who was one of the most distinguished Welsh bards of
the nineteenth century. Many people, indeed, con-
sidered that he was the finest of them all of that period.
But this poetic association of Ynysddu has since been
overlaid by something less poetic if more useful, namely,
the coal-mining industry, for the sinking of a new shaft
at Cwmfelinfach, about half-a-mile south of Ynysddu,
quickly changed the whole character of the neighbour-
hood, so that the road which branches off up thus valley
at Crosskeys from the main route followed by Service
No. 1 traverses now a network of collieries and railways,
and Ynysddu itself has become transformed from a quiet
little hamlet, remote among the Welsh mountains, to
a populous colliery village, with rows upon rows of
miners’ dwellings.

The route from Ynysddu to Crosskeys curves round
the sides of the mountains, which slope down steeply
to the Sirhowy valley, and the only of any size
passed through, in itton to Cwmfelinfach, 1s Wans-
ville, which is also of modern growth. From Crosskeys
to Newport the service follows the same route as that
already described, while convenient connections are
arranged, so that passengers from Ynimddu. Cwmfelin-
fach or Wattsville who desire to travel north instead of
south-east from Crosskeys can change buses at the
latter place for Crumlin, Blackwood, and other districts.

SERVICE No. 5.
Cardiff to Blackwood.

This is the longest continuous route by
the Western Valleys system, and is obviously of great
im ce, both for business and private .
linking as it does the great cumm:rdar::pitaiuf ales

with various parts of the mining valleys which bear such |

an intimate association with it.




WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

On the side of private recreation this service brings
within most convenient reach of the hdutw&nn
of the mining valleys all the attractions of iff in the
way of amusements. Even apart from these things,

A Westerny Varreys ‘Bus Lzaving THE BLuk Bril INN AT
St. MeLLons, oN THE Carpirr-Bracxkwood Route

Cardiff is a place of absorbing interest, as one of the
finest cities in the whole of Britain, with probably the
most magnificent group of public buildings to be found
anywhere in the kingdom. These are assembled in
Cathays Park, immediately adjacent to the shopping
centre of the city, and include the National Museum of
Wales, the Cardiff City Hall, the Glamorgan County
Hall, and other important buildings of high architectural
merit, and of great importance in the public life of
Wales. Recently there has been added to them the
Welsh National War Memorial, one of the most original
pieces of modern architecture, designed and set amid
delightful and eminently suitable surroundings.

a1
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WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

The great mansion of the Marquis of Bute, succeeding
the older building of Cardiff Castle, is another great land-
mark in the city, while the Docks are even more extensive
than those at Newport. There is, therefore, a variety of
reasons why residents in the industrial districts that
spread through the valleys to the north of Cardiff should
maintain a close association with this fine city, and the
services of the Western Valleys Garage & Engineering
Company enable them to do this with the minimum of
trouble and expense.

For descriptive pur , however, we deal with
this route as one from iff to Blackwood, instead of
vice versa, as that is the order in which visitors not
previously familiar with the district would be most likely
to make their first acquaintance with it.

Leaving Cardiff through the modern residential
developments of the Newport Road, the route first passes
through Rumney, where the Rhymney river, which gives
its name to one of the most important of the mining
valleys, flows out into the Severn Sea. Beyond here,
on higher ground, stands the old village of St. Mellons,
the name of which seems to have a Cornish sound, and
which can show a fine Parish Church, largely of the
Decorated period. The War Memorial is a point of
interest on the right as the road runs into the village,
and beyond here is the old Blue Bell Inn, one of the
landmarks of this important road, and the halting-place
of the Western Valleys buses. It is worth remarking
here that the road we are travellin gi:m:ufﬂmﬁ
highways of Britain, for although it has great
importance as the main road from Cardiff to Newport,
it has an even wider significance as part of the great
through route from London to the extreme west of
Wales. Recently it has been widened in many places,
and now has much the character of a splendid motor

i with easy ients up and down the
th:th:::rdm_' the wide Severn Estuary. From the

1,
E
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WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

Severn Sea to the coast of Somerset, which fades away
to the westward into the misty outlines of Devon.
Castleton Village, where the church is on the night,
occupies one of these frequent hilltops, but eventually
the road
makes its
descent into
the valley of
lht E-bhwj-
turning
sharply to
the left up
the course
of the river
at the im-
portant junc-
tion where
Tredegar
Park, the
residence of
Lord Trede-
gar, stands
on the nght.
This is the
point at
which we
leave the
Newport
main road,
Newport it-
St. WooLLos, NEWPORT, THE PRO-CATHEDRAL self being

OF THE NEW MONMOUTH DIOCESE. now only
two or three

miles ahead.

Qur own route turns up the Ebbw Valley to the
interesting old village of Bassaleg, where a sharp right-
angle bend is made at the picturesque corner where
stands the lych-gate of the old Parish Church, with the
““Tredegar Arms"' in close company. The ancient
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WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

church is dedicated to St. Basil, which accounts for the
peculiar name of the wvillage. The charming lych-gate,
which is a prominent feature where the bus turns round,
is a memorial to the men of this widespread parish who
fell in the Great War.

Those who can afford the time should certainly
break their journey here, and pay a visit to the church.
The body of the building is largely modern, but the tower
and chancel are both ancient. A beautiful feature of
interior 1s the Tredegar Chapel, opening out from
north side of the chancel. This is an admirable
of modern ecclesiastical architecture, with a fine
ured stone reredos, h:vm; as its central subject
the ** Adoration of the Magi,” and above it a good
three-light window, in modern stained glass, with figures
of St. Basil, St. Dubricius and St. David. The beautiful
carved oak seats, family monuments, and other details
combine to produce a very satisfying effect.

Immediately beyond the church the road dips down
to a bridge over the Ebbw, which is seen to be a rather
surprisingly narrow river, considering the length and
fame of us valley. It must at one time, hundreds of
centuries ago perhaps, have been very much wider.
After making a sharp turn to the left at station,
Rogerstone village, with a small battery of chimneys, but
with a picturesque background of wooded hills, is seen
ahead. Thcwuodadhlﬂmmndmelymfmmofuu
Coed Mawr, whﬂtmlhtkﬁ:uslm:h:nv:r:s
another, which was a camp in prehistoric times.

Before we leave the village a splendid view opens out
up the Ebbw Valley, extending for several miles, with
the wooded hills sloping down on either side. Soon
afterwards comes the junction with the road from
Newport to Newbridge, and we follow this route (already
described under Service No. 1) through Risca and
Abercarn to Newbridge, where we begin to travel fresh
ground again.

By this ume we are already high up the valley,
but there is a big climb out of Newbridge through
Cwmdows and Pentwynmawr, to a summit which is

24
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A ScENE oN THE NEWBRIDGE-ABERCARN RoOAD
SPRING DAY OF SUNSHINE AND SHOWERS.

=]
=
»

"-.*I.l

THE Carpirr "Bus ARRIVING AT BassALEG.



WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

570 feet above sea-level. This is a splendid vantage
point for views over the mn'nund.mg country, with
magnificent expanses of mountain slopes showing
strangely little tﬂd:ﬂﬂ: of industry, although we know
that actually it is all around us.

At Pont-llan-fraith there is a sharp change of
direction from west to north, and the route soon reaches
the thickly-populated colliery town of Blackwood, which

is the termimus of the important service just described,
but is also the starting-point of a link route which goes
over the hills to ng;m and

SERVICE No. 4.
Blackwood to hnn.m Station and Bargoed.
At Blackwood we have found ourselves again in
the valley of the Sirhowy river, with which we have
usly made acquaintance at Ynysddu, but the short
ESI. route between Blackwood and Bargoed, via Pengam
Station, carries us out of this valley into the more famous -
Rhymney valley. Crossing from one valley to the other
involves the ascent of high intervening ground, and from the
hilltops splendid views open out right across the Rhymney
valley to the hills on the farther side, with the finely-
situated church of Gelligaer as a landmark on the horizon.
This stretch of hill country between the two valleys
must have constituted a very wild region before the
coal-mining industry arose to change the face of South
Wales, but now the hill-sides are grm:ln.mlljﬂr being covered
by rows of substantially-built miners’ cottages, and the
day cannot be far distant when there will be practically
one big continuous town s g itself right over the
steep hill-sides from the Sir valley, on the one hand,
to the Rhymney valley on the other.
At Pengam station the link route from Blackwood
effects a junction with the service which runs at right

angles between Deri, Bargoed and Ystradmynach.
SERVICE No. 3.
Ystradmynach, Bargoed and Deri.
This is a service of essentially local character,
and although of great importance by its service to a
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WESTERN VALLEYS SERVICES.

working population hardly calls for much in the way
of dmﬂ:d description.

It runs north and south through the Rhymney
valley, linking “Beﬂ“ mining town of Bargoed with its
near neighbour, Deri, on the north, and passing through

the almost continuous mining towns and willages of
Pengam, Fleur-de-lis and Hengoed to Ystradmynach.

The last-named place stands on the important main road
which comes down from Pontypool via Crumlin and
Newbridge to Caerphilly.

The surrounding landscape is inclined to be more
open than that of Ebbw Vale, but the valley has in places
a ravine-like character, and presents some fine contours
as it twists through the hills.

is one of the older and larger of the
Glmmqmshut mining towns, an important shnppmg
centre, with public buildings and places of entertainment
of its own. The district gained a widespread publicity
in 1925 by the strange antics of a so-called “ moving
mountain "’ at Troedrhiwfuwch, about five miles from
the town.

27
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MOTOR-COACH TOURS

There is a wide choice of delightful tours by the
luxurious motor-coaches of the Western Valleys Garage
and Engineering Co. to the famous beauty-spots and

of interest in Wales and the West of England.
rief descriptive notes on a selected few are given below.

(1) Porthcawl, via Rogerstone and Cardiff.
Return by the same route. P
The popular and ishing watering-place of
Porthcawl is half-way between Cardiff and ansea.
The route passes through the smallest of the municipal
boroughs—the quaint little market town of Cowbridge,
with a village population—1,167—and an area of only
eighty-five acres. It is twelve miles from Cardiff, and
has attractive and diversified surroundings. In olden
days it had walls, fragments of which, including a
gateway, still exist. Near the gate is the ancient Church,
with an Early English tower. Stalling Down, which we
pass on our right just before entering the town, was the
scene of a battle in 1405, in which, according to tradition,
Owen Glyndwr or Glendower inflicted a severe defeat on
the English forces and destroyed the walls of Cowbridge.
Porthcawl is well-situated on a rocky promontory
on the Glamorgan coast, jutting out to the sea, and
commands splendid sea and coast views—from Mumbles
and the Gower Peninsula to the Nash Lighthouse, and
across the channel to Somerset and North Devon.
The great attractions of Porthcawl are its long stretches
of sands and its facilities for safe bathing. There is also
a fine Promenade.

(2) The Wye Valley, via Newport and Chepstow.
Return via Monmouth, Raglan, Caerleon,

Usk, and Newport.
This fascinating tour takes us not only through the
incomparable valley of the Wye, but 1o » where

we shall see one of the most palatial and best-preserved
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CRUMLIN-NEWPORT SERVICE No. 1

Buses run at regular intervals of :—
30 minutes between (approx.) 7 am. and 1 pm. (Week-days)
£ . a I pm. and 1130 p.m. (Week-days)

w = 1 ﬁm and 1130 p.m. (Saturdays and Holidays).
Special Time-Table lor Sundays (pages 4 and 5.
PASSENGERS WILL FIND THE UNDERMENTIONED TABLE
A CONVENIENCE. L
DOWN SERVICES (Week-days).
Mornings.
Leave Crumuin .. .. Every 30 minutes.
w NEWBRIDGE.. .. 5 4 and 34 minutes past the hour (from 7 a.m.). l
w ABERCAEN .. .. . 10 . # k> =
o CWMCARN .. .. w 14 ., 44 i =
n CroEsEEYs .. .. w 0. B0 e =
» Risca Station .. w &8- ., 5B o
»» PONTYMISTER .. w N . 0 . o
s+ JREDECAR AmMs.. , 28 ., B e =
Alternoons.
Leave Crumtin .. .. Every 20 minuotes.
w NEWBRIDGE.. .. w4 24, 44 minules past the hour.
w ADERCARN .. .. w 10,30, 50 - s
w OCwMcarx .. .. ., 14,34 54 1 g
w CROSSKEYS .. .. , 20,40, D S it
w RIZca StatioN .. ., 28,45 B & 7
+ PONTYMISTER .. w30, 50, 10 2 =
w TREDECAR AmMS, . . a0, 58, 18 = &
(Last Bus for NEWPORT : 10 p.m. Week-days; 10.20 p.m. Saturdays.)
UP SERVICES.
Mornings.
Leave Newrorr .. .. Ewery 30 and 0O minutes.
« TREDEGAR Amms.. ,, 42 .. 12 minutes past the hour. _
o PONTYMISTER .. IO - R ) = 5
Wi Eﬂ:.ﬂ. i & W s Wi 52 ] E L1 LL]
w CRossxEys .. .. , &0 .. 30 X =
. {:"rHﬁAI.H . @ . ‘s -] n % T T
B A“ltMH L LR aw lu 2] "ﬂ B# i
B HI“#I.I[MI B == (1] I-ﬁ i “ BE L1
Alternoons.
Leave Newrorr .. .. Every 0, 20, 40 minutes past the hour.
w TREDEGAR Amus. . i 12 32 52 ! "
»» FPoNTYMIBTER . w <0, 40, 0 & -
e A s & & g 8 -zz, ‘E. 2 aw Tl
w CROSSKEYS .. .. . 30 85010 = 3
o Cwmeamx .. . o 3b, 56, 16 b 5
w ABERCARN .. .. « 40, 0,20 + =
w NEwBRIDGE.. .. o H6, 5 26 - o
Saturday Service from Crumlin to Newport ten minutes alter 1 p.m.

¢
Subject to the Company's usual R and Regulations.

2




YNYSDDU-NEWPORT SERVICE No. 2

DOWN SERVICES (Week-days),

L Momings.
F’ Leave Yuvzoou .. ., Every 20 and 50 minutes past the hour.
w CWMFELINFACH .. w 2t ., 54 N &
T W‘m“*tlt- & L) m Eg e m LS LY
1 [T cml“- L] " L] 35' L 5 L1 L1
F 1] Rﬂﬂl L L i W Ba "3’ L 13 wE LL]
aw PHHTTHHI-TIH w e "E L1 !E ¥ L
» TREDEGAR AmMs.. , 53 ., 23 = "
Alternoons.
Leave Ynysoou .. .. Ewery 15, 35, 55 minutes past the hour.
w CWMFELINFACH .. F 19, 32, 53 e B
Ei Wﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂwm1 L] LR ai 2."-I- “F " LE] i
T clﬂﬂ-ﬂlﬂ. B a8 Hi m. H:r' tﬂ (2] EE
O TR w o8, 58, 18 e L
w PONTYMISTER .. « 40, 0,20 .
w TREDEOAR Amms. . w 48 B, 2 3 "
UP SERVICES.
Mornings.
Leave Newrorr .. .. E 15 and 45 minutes t tha hour.
w  TREDECAR Arus. . :HT.?? - o i "
w PONTYMISTER .. O e " o
e Rlﬂ:ﬁ a8 aE b T 37 T 7 " ]
w CROSSKEYS.. e PEERE . SO | " =
" WATT!'H'H.LE. 2 - " 5' e 2] e T
P pe CWHFIHHFACH Ty 11 Eﬁ T m wE (]
Alternoons.
Leave Newrorr .. .. Ewery 10, 30, 50 minutes past the hour.
»+ TREDEGAR Amms, . . a2 - x
» PoNTYMISTER .. w3 80 10 i "
1] EI:‘:A CY " m LR T 32. 52.. I-E ] '
[T] 'clﬂﬂlﬂ"l"! 4w o L] 'i“. ni m EL] L1
w  WaATTSVILLE., .. w 46, 6, 26 " "
o CwuPELiNFAcH .. ,, 51, 11, 31 e a

Note.—Early.momning Buses leave Crosskeys at & a.m. and 6.30 a.m. for
Newport to connect with early London trains, returning from Mewport at
630 am, and 7 am. for Yn u; connections are made at Crosskeys for
Blackwood, Crumlin, Ystrad Mynach, Bargoed, Deri

3




LEWIS & JAMES, Ltd. (Western Valleys Omnibus Services).
YSTRAD MYNACH, BARGOED and DERI SERVICE [No. 3].

ve . 5

YaTRAD H‘ﬂl'l.l:!-l v U, ;Biﬂ :'iJEJ IUIE'i.. 1 i I « 9 & *I'rd .« |8 IJ!.1 1 :I.-il

Hengoed i as we wdl .o B2 .. 906 .. DS .. 1354 .. |8 P .. 5. B4 P L

Tyryberth .. .. .. .. .i] .. 8 31 1081} .. 121] . h L2 .. kel .. ,5 55' , Bl el . e

Panpam | s as «+/7 BIS 38 IOSS .. 128 .. 1l 33 .. W45 .. 5 EE i ﬂl'&| i ey |

Gwerthoner Hotel .. .. sald Egﬁ 4] . | 1 1 SO [ | O Q41 .. 4Bt .. ;'& I 1} .. @21 .. 93 ., 104

Bargoed Hotel .. .. .. 8 08 44 .. 1ne. . 12« .. 0 o DAL B L6 4 T T e

Bargoed Post Office .. ..[8 28 44 11 6115012161 Q1 200 454 J0M 565 406 A6 5O7 168 08 269 1009 36(1020)

Bargoed Statlon .. .. ..}3 &850 mmm;lmi: 41 243 504 ME 05 440 106 57 208 42 309 149 4011024, ..

Croesfan .. B 128 8 111612 012281 101 564 405 &5 506 167 07 268 108 369 209 -usﬁl 3

Derl (Darran Hotel) B 179 1121112 512311 151 M 14 485 1115 556 217 57 21/8 158 419 259 S1/i0s ..
| Drns (Bargoed Inn) IE 199 112512 912351 191 374 54 495 155 596 257 97 388 198 459 295 551099 ..

| | |

Ceave | | = Iilgr1:l|l N AR AE A N

Deri (Bargoed Ian) .. ..[8 2009 uanmmlz-m 201 404 104 5015 208 05 30[7 107 40 2008 209 30| I

Derl (Darean Hmm .| 229 1133121312431 234 434 134 S35 236 26 337 137 4308 ga | "

Crossfan .. e ex B 29 narm?rm?‘,: 2711 474 174 5715 276 76 2007 177 4 A

Bargoed Statlon . .. .8 319 1f114111221/1251/1 3112 814 25 1is 316 116 3177 2117 51)6 31jo

Bargoed Post ﬂ:‘ﬂnu vi oufB 3519 {11451 22511255 ) 352 854 255 SIS 356 154 457 267 558 259

Capol Hotel . .. .. .. ..85%. e 57 ..5 7 .. 610 .. .72 .. 837 . I
Gwerthaner Hotel .. .. .. O . 1230 .. 1 400 . O ..[BI0.. 420 .. 730 ..i8 40

Pongam .. Ws se e PN . ,=I21!ri, I 46 . o .. 518 .. 6 .. 738 .. 0048 . ,,'{
.T T]"hﬂrl.h - " i B ¥ 5 & & :{}.' Ml- Im_-- I-'ﬂ B i.ﬂ M 5&- ﬁx‘: -"?*'ﬂ -IEm-

en e i [ 137 .. 247 .. |1 57, . 17 ..827 .. 6% .. 7247 . la s . |
Yatrap Mynaci 7 2 - (1351 .. 2 1. 421 .. 531 .. |64 .. 759 li =
L I | | | | | | | |
ol _I.Dmutn Sunday Servicea.
BLA‘CKWOOD'—BARGOED Leave Blackwosd every 35 minutes past the hour, from 9.35 :.m}
SERVICE [Nﬂ 4] {Lﬂw Bargoad every 5 minutes past the hour, from 10.5 a.m. &ys from 2.35 p.m, I
L]

Sundays (Nm. 2 SERVICES). |

CRUMLIN .- .. .. Dep. 18 0 ., |10 mamz R T I

Yoysddu .. .. . . J |E- S0 ZDDI e e { ; 3 a5 . 4 15 '4 54 55 1
Cromkoys .. ++ .. v [B8209 .Iﬂﬁ'llﬁiiﬁli’iﬁ-! 1011 202" 02 1I\W 202 402 5023 103 203 403 504 04 204 304 404 50S 15 .

NEwroRT .. .. .. A [B 509 3510501351250 15]1 401 502 302 44 503 103 203 403 504 10,4 204 304 505 05 105 205 405 506 106 ]
NEWFORT .. Dep. 9 09 4511 011451 01 201 502 c:-rzmzsna 03 203 303 504 04 204 304 405 05 105 205 305 506 DE 206 -
Crowskeys . . ! h.'l-uml.'s,nmulﬂl 301 502 202 303 103 203 303 504 04 204 304 505 05 105 :ms 40,5 506 05 206 306 507

Yaysddu .. Arr, L.+=_|nau .. {12300 .. 12 'S§238 . 3. 115408 .. | .. 1515 . 555 .. 615638 .. | .. 171

CRUMLIN .. R R R E IRN Y zm:sau I3 504 100 .. | .. M 50510 .. 530580 .. 610 .. .. ,e.f-a:r?_.gu -

CrusmLIN | an.ﬁ-l-ﬂ’&q 5 2N .. | .. 7 OF 2 ;"-lll:lil ﬂ -EI j 9 O -93}94&.. oo .. 1020 .. | ..

Ynysddu | o Les]oeisisl . 3sess .. .. bl 33[ !3535.5 .o (955 .. OIS L. TIOSR ok | ok

Cresskeys . . % 06 206 306 406 507 107 207 407 508 03 208 30i8 408 509 109 209 :mr 40,10 0101010201030 1040011100 <. | ..

Newrorr .. Arr, a0k 507 07 !EHI' Jﬂ? 407 508 u.‘:ja 208 .’3:53 509 Eq‘i 109 209 409 5‘."115 1010 1030 1040, 1050 .. ; sX [ [11 e .

Newrort .. .. .. Dep |6 407 07 107 207 307 507 0 208 308 409 09 109 209 309 5010 0101011020 1040 105011 u I A HEEl

Crozskeys . . i 107 307 407 503 08 208 J08 509 D?lﬂ"‘?.’iﬂ? 409 5010 mm:m-:umamﬁmut-naut ) e e

Ynysddu . . .. AT ..!..;?554..45 SB3R .. | .. 915".. f9551-.. !Dlﬁlﬂl:.. (1055 . |t$5 a5 A e

CRUMLIN .. .. .. . (7307500 ..18100..1.. 8509 10 .. 19309 50 .. li0i0 . osal .. {1110] .. 1ol e Bl [l

=
WA




BLACKWOOD-CARDIFF SERVICE No. 5
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NOTICES.

Fassengers are responsible for the payment of thelr fares, and should
Insist upon receiving a Ticket, punched in thelr presence, corresponding
with the amount paid, and retain the Ticket for inspection. Fassengers
would greatly assist Conductors by providing small change.

Every effort is made to run the Buses to schedule time, but the
Company cannot hold themselves sesponsible for delays or inaccuracies
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NOTICES (continued).

that may cccur. The Company reserve the right of ng the time
of, or stopping any Bus, notice of which will (if possible) be given.
Persons degirous of travelling to or from places where no fare has
been fized, must pay the fare chargeable to or from the stage beyond.
Extra Buses will run as required.
7 LEWIS & JAMES, LTD.
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“SAFETY FIRST AND ALWAYS."

HINTS FOR PEDESTRIANS AND PASSENGERS.

Your assistance will be mest valuable in the maintenance of a regular,
ﬂud;.r. zafe and comfortable service if you will adopt the undermentioned
nts :—

BOARDING A BUS: Raise your hand to stop a bus, but give the
driver a chance by holding your hand up before the bus is opposite you.
It pessible, avoid stopping a bus other than at a Request Stop.
ll:lthﬁn not crowd round the steps of the bus; give a clear way for

ng -

After ding a bus, pass down the gangway to a seat. [f all seats
are full, make g:mr way down fowards the front. Always remember
there mﬁ{h: other passengers who will want to travel the same direction
&3 you ;

Have the exact fare ready. This saves time and helps the conductor.

ALIGHTING FROM A BUS: Be ready to alight as soon as the
bus stops. Each second saved makes a quicker journey, especially in
between nrdlm?. stopping }:l-m.

Step off with your left foot, and always face the direetion in which
the bus is travelling.

DON'T turn your back to the traffc when crossing a street. Face It
and LOOK ROUND,

DON'T dodge behind the vehicle from which you have al hted,
Make first for the kerb, ’ s

DON'T dart stralght across the road, but let your course be “ V *

sha Bear first to the right, then to the left. By this method the
t 5 always faced. At the same time,
LOOK ROUND.

DON'T fail to use refuges wherever avallable: these are found at
most busy crossing places, and justify an extension of your journey to
use them. In any case,

LOOK ROUND,

DON'T cross a street at a point where a side strest intersects. Make
sure you are =zafe from the traffic in both main and side streets, and
LOOK ROUND. '

DON'T attempt to squeeze your way through a bleck In the traffic.
The vehicles may commence to move, and you would then run the risk
of being Always

LOOK ROUND.

DON'T omit to keep a s look-out for on-coming traffic. Before
stepping off the kerb 3213 ROUND.

DON'T fail to take care at nﬁgt-llmt. Cross near a lamp.
Collect your thoughts and LOOK ROUND.

DON'T attempt to board, or alight from, a vehicle whilst in maotion,

Steady your nerves, adjust your Euuh. and
LOOK ROUKND.
DON'T neglect to look both ways before crossing a road.

DON'T fail to warn other pedestrians who may be walking into
danger. They may be short-sighted, deaf, or absant.minded.

8




WESTERN VALLEYS COACH TOURS,

castles in Wales, and Caerleon, once a Roman military
station, where excavations are disclosing the most remark-
able Roman remains in Britain, including a great oval
amphitheatre, 265 feet in length, with thick buttressed

H. Skirvington, Phoro, CoLp Kwnar Bay, Bamnny.

walls enclosing a high bank, on which spectators sat in
tiers on wooden seats. The ivy-covered ruins of Raglan
Castle are extremely picturesque, the most striking
portion being the hexagonal keep which Cromwell partly
destroyed. It is called the * Yellow Tower of Gwent,”
and can still be climbed. A fine entrance gateway, with
flanking towers, leads to one of the two castle courtyards,
on the west side of which is the Great Hall, and adjoining
this are the remains of a chapel. Then comes the second
or Fountain Court, in which once stood a fountain,
surmounted by the figure of a horse. The Castle dates
from the reign of Henry V.
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WESTERN VALLEYS COACH TOURS.

Chepstow, through which we go up the valley of
the Wye to Monmouth, is one of the few old towns in
England that have retained their ancient walls, but the
glnrjr of the place is the mighty pile of the feudal fortress,

uilt on a narrow tongue of on the edge of the Wye
by William Fitz-Osborne, a companion of the Conqueror,

The almost matchless ruins of the Cistercian abbey
of Tintern, five miles up the river from Chepstow, and
reached by a road yielding views of great beauty, are
a gem of architecture set in the green pastures of a quiet
vale, backed by wooded hills that overlook a bend of the
Wye. It is a veritable * Garden of Sleep.” The
buildings date from the latter half of the thirteenth
century. Beyond St. Briavel's comes one of the loveliest
reaches of the Wye, and just before reaching Monmouth
wooded hills rise above the river, one crowned by the
rocking-stone known as the Buckstone, while on the
slopes of another is Penalt Church. The famous Monnow
Bridge Gate at Monmouth is the only medieval gateway
in England standing on a bridge.

(3) Tewkesbury and Gloucester, via Newport, Aberga-
venny, Hereford and Ledbury. Return
via Ross, Monmouth and Newport.

On this tour we visit two Cathedral cities and
traverse a beautiful and varied country of hill and vale.
Abergavenny, through which we pass on the way to
Hereford, is grandly encircled by mountains, and is a
favourite centre fortouring Monmouthshire and its borders.
It s the formless ruins of a castle crowning a
kmm?mﬁng the River Usk, and an ancient priory
church, with many remarkable effigies and monuments.

Busy and prosperous Hereford, on the Wye,

an interesting Cathedral, with a Norman nave,
in which the great round columns are like those in

Gloucester Cathedral and Tewkesbury Abbey, both of

which we shall have an opportunity of visiting on this

tour. Hereford Cathedral was badly damaged during the

Civil War, but has been more or less satisfactorily restored.
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(see page 42).




WESTERN VALLEYS COACH TOURS.

On the road eastward from Hereford fine views are
gained of the Malvern Hills, with their range of impressive
shapely peaks, the highest being Worcestershire Beacon
(1,395 ft.), from the summit of which fifteen counties

Ed, I, Burrew, Phote, TI‘II-'IEIII.II'!' ABEBEY FROM
THE SOUTH-WEST.

can be seen.  From the picturesque old town of Ledbury,
with its black and white houses, and its beautiful half-
umbered Market House, built in 1633, and standing on
sixteen stout chestnut pillars, our road passes Eastnor
Castle, and winds through a beautiful countryside,
undulating, well-wooded, and affording many charming
views. Crossing the Severn by Telford’s iron bridge,
we enter Tewkesbury, after crossing over King John's
Bridge, as old as its name implies, that spans the Avon,
and see on our right the ancient * Black Bear " Inn,

32




WESTERN VALLEYS COACH TOURS.

typical of many of Tewkesbury's relics of the past,
as we shall notice in passing through the town. We
leave the town by the road that runs past the great
Abbey, with its magnificent Norman tower, and a run

GLoucesTER CATHEDRAL FROM THE SOUTH-WEST.

of nine miles along a pleasant road brings us to Gloucester,
one of the most ancient cities in pe, for it was
a centre of population long before the coming of the
Romans, who strongly fortified it, and named it
Colonia  Glevam. city is dominated by the
exquisite Perpendicular tower of its great Cathedral.
The nave of this great building is typically Norman,
with its tall and massive columns. T{E cloisters, bult
between 1360 and 1381, are the finest in England, if not
in Europe, and are in a remarkably perfect condition.
Among the monuments is the lovely shrine of Edward 11,
who was murdered in 1327 at Berkeley Castle, and an
effigy in oak of Robert, Duke of Normandy, who died
in 1134 in Cardiff Castle, after an imprisonment there
of twenty-six years.
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WESTERN VALLEYS COACH TOURS.

(4) Stratford-on-Avon, via Newport, Monmouth, Ross
and Worcester. Return via Evesham,
Cheltenham, Gloucester, Ross, and
Monmouth.

From Ross to Cheltenham we cover fresh ground
on this interesting tour to Shakespeareland. Ress is on
the return journey of Tour No. 3. It is an ancient
market-town, standing on a hilly site overlooking the
Wye, and was the native town of John Kyrle, an
honoured philanthropist, the “ Man of Ross,” as
Alexander Pope styles him. The fine old house in which
he lived still stands, facing the picturesque red-sandstone
Market House, built in 1670.

The road to Worcester, famous for its Cathedral
and its Porcelain Works, takes us through Ledbury and
the remarkable Wych Pass, a cutting through the
Malverns, to Great Malvern, with its grand Priory
Church. Stratford-on-Avon is the most Elizabethan of
English country towns, and apart from its glamour as
the birthplace and burial-place of Shakespeare it is
full of interesting and beautiful houses dating from his

riod. The house in which he was born is in Henley
reet, and is open to the public. His tomb can also
be seen in the beautiful old Parish Church.

We leave Stratford-on-Avon by the Evesham Road,
and pass through Bidford, one of the eight villages—
although it is now a small town—referred to in the
lines traditionally attributed to Shakespeare :

" Piping Pebworth, Dancing Marston,
Haunted Hillborough, Hungry Grafton,
Dodging Exhall, Papist Wixford,
Beggarly Broom and Drunken Bidford."”

On this road the tourist will notice many charming
half-timbered houses, especially at Harvington, where
the lower parts are of stone. Evesham is an historic
town, situated pleasantly on the banks of the Avon, in
the fertile Vale of Evesham, famous for its plums and
other fruit. The Bell Tower is all that remains of the
once great Evesham Abbey, and near it is a monument
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WESTERN VALLEYS COACH TOURS.

to Simon de Montfort, who fell at the Battle of Evesham,
fought on the outskirts of the town in 1265.

An interesting road leads to Cheltenham, one of the
chief British S-pas a holiday resort, and the favourite
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THE HousE IN WHICH SHAKESPEARE WAS BORN.

centre for touring the lovely district of the Cotswold
Hills. Its Promenade, up which we drive on our way
to Gloucester, is one of the finest avenues in England.

(5) Llandrindod Wells, wvia Newport, Abergavenny,
Crickhowell, Talgarth, Builth and Rhayader.
Return same way.

We leave Monmouthshire and enter Wales mh:
after leaving Abergavenny on this tour, ing t
fragmcnmnrgrums ?f:: Cﬂj;l]: as we reach (I.arickhuwall,
which takes its name from the flat-topped hill that
overlooks the vale. At Tretower we enter the wild pass
of Cwmdu, under the dark heights of the Black Forest,
emerging at Talgarth, and soon after find ourselves in
the company of the Wye. It neighbours us closely all
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the way to Rhayader, where a detour is made to the
Elan Valley. Here Shelley, the poet, lived for a short
time, but to-day it is a great lake, formed as a reservoir
for the Birmingham water supply.

Llandrindod Wells, which is finely situated 700 feet
above sea-level, has been celebrated for its medicinal
waters for more than two hundred years. There are
saline, sulphur and chalybeate springs, and the waters
are dispensed in a spacious pump-room.

On the return journey from Abergavenny we pass
through Brynmawr, Crumlin and Risca to ewport,

(6) Brecon and Llandovery, via New and Aberga-
venny. Return wvia Builth, Talgarth,
Abergavenny, Brynmawr and Crumlin.
The first part of our route, as in three of the tours
already described, is through Newport and Abergavenny.
About three miles beyond Crickhowell we branch off to
th;h left to the ::ci:nt turm; of Lﬂl:imn, which stands on
high ground above the River » and is unsurpassed
in Wales for beauty of situation. One of its treasures
of the past is its magnificent Priory Church, now a
Cathedral. We cross the ancient bridge over the Usk,
and take the fine road that threads the beautiful valley
of the river, passing through Trecastle, picturesquely
situated, and commanding sweeping views towards the
left of wild and lonely moors, to the little rustic town
of Llandovery. There is a five-mile descent out of
Llandovery past Glan Bran park, and under the shadow
of Sugar Loaf Hill (1,050 ft.), scarcely half the height
of the other Sugar Loaf near Abergavenny. We then
reach Llanwrtyd Wells, beyond which we enter a
mountainous country, and so find ourselves at Builth
Wells, and then on the beautiful road to Talgarth.
(7) Oxford, via Newport, Monmouth, Ross, Gloucester,
Northleach and Witney. Return via
Farringdon, Cirencester and Gloucester.
Oxford, the “ city of spires,” is the objective on
this diversified tour. Soon after leaving Ross, the
prominent height of May Hill, crowned with a clump
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of trees, looms ahead of us. We see it at close quarters
when we have d the Herefordshire boundary,
10] miles from ter. Further on, a winding,
wooded road gives us a view of the Cotswolds, and then
two miles from the City we gain a first view of the tower
of the Cathedral. A fne view of both Cathedral and
City spreads out before usin passing over Westgate Bridge.
ce on the other side of Gloucester we follow the
straight Roman road, and it is not long before we are
climbing the “edge” of the Cotswolds—a uni
region of hills, glens, combes and streams, with a wealth
of charming stone-built, old-world villages, stately houses
and venerable churches. We pass close to Seven Springs,
where the River Thames has its chief source, up Chat-
combe Pitch, past Puesdown Inn, one of the highest in
England (840 ft.), to the old Cotswold town of North-
leach, with one of the finest churches in the West of
England. Our road then runs through the valley of the
River Windrush, and passes through quaint and peaceful
Burford, an almost perfect survival of the old days,
with an interesting church and many typical and beautiful
Cotswold houses. Witney, for centuries noted for its
blankets, and possessing a thirteenth-century church and
an old Butter Cross, is the next place of interest before
we reach the University and Cathedral city of Oxford,
where the tourist will have time to admire its grand
High Street and some of its medieval colleges, for days
and not hours are needed to see all the architectural
treasures of thisancient and world -famous seat of learning.
On the return journey we pass through Faringdon—
where a prominent hill to the east of the town is crowned
by a clump of firs known as the “ Folly "—and Fairford,
famous throughout Europe and America for the twenty-
eight wonderful stained windows in its splendid church.

(8) Mumbles, via Newbridge, Aberdare, Neath and
Swansea. Return via Neath, Bridgend,
Llantrisant and Nelson.
Mumbles, or The Mumbles, is another name
for Oystermouth and district, the seaside playground of




JOHN HALL (Tools) LTD.

TOOL SPECIALISTS and
HIGH - CLASS CUTLERS

Tools of the Highest Quality.
Unsurpassed Value in
SHEFFIELD CUTLERY

Catalogues (ree on request.
81 HIGH STREET, NEWPORT (Mon).

Alo st MORGAN ARCADE, CARDIFF. 4 BRIDGE ST..
BRISTOL and 8 GOWER STREET, SWANSEA.
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W. NURSE LEWIS

Auctioneer, Surveyor. Valuer.
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Estates Manaped. All kinds of Sales negotiated.
Advice free.

Auction and Estate Offices :

RISCA, ABERCARN and BLACKWOOD.

Telephone: Risca 7461.




WESTERN VALLEYS COACH TOURS.

Swansea folk, who revel in its glorious sands. It is
actually within the boundary of Swansea borough, with
which it is connected by a railway that skirts the coast
for five miles. Oystermouth Castle, now the property
of the Corporation, stands picturesquely on a hill, and
has been partially restored. A gatehouse gives access
to a court. On the left is a banqueting hall, and other
q_onions include the State Aﬁ:nmnts and the Chapel.

he buildings date from the end of the thirteenth
century. The Mumbles are the gateway to the delightful,
unspoilt district of Gower, the southern coast of which
1s a succession of romantic cliff-bound bays, affording
unlimited scope for safe bathing. The tourist by coach
can spend several delightful hours at The Mumbles
before returning.

On the journey back the route bears off to the left
at Bridgend, and s through the picturesquely-placed
little town of trisant. There are fragmentary
remains of a castle where it is said that Edward II was
betrayed to his enemies by a monk.

(g) Bath, Wells and Cheddar, via Newport, Gloucester
and Stonehouse. Return via Bristol,
Gloucester and Newport.

Probably the most wonderful sights to be seen in
Britain are the caves and gorge of Cheddar, the
picturesque Somersetshire village or township which
i1s even more famous for its cheese. It is included in
the itinerary of tnis interesting tour, which also takes us
to the city and port of Bristol, and the ancient and
beautiful city of Wells—with one of the most perfect
Cathedrals in Europe, its West Front remarkable for
its array of over three hundred statues of saints, apostles,
warriors, statesmen, kings and queens.

At Cheddar a splendid road branches off from the
main road and goes through the most picturesque part
of the village, winding in between mighqrpllimmsn?w m?:ks
that rise sheer on either side to a height of 400 feet,
and leading to the wind-swept top of the Mendip Hills.
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The marvellous caves, discovered in 1857 and 1893, are
in the village, and are not only of enormous dimensions,
but of surpassing grandeur and beauty, with their great
stalactites and stalagmites.

(10)  Aberystwyth, via Newport, Abergavenny, and
Rhayader. Return same route.

The route on this tour as far as Rhayader is the
same as in Tour No. 5, already described, but it is
continued to the popular and picturesque seaside resort
of Aberystwyth, standing on a fine crescent-shaped bay,
and ed by great mountains. There is a good Pier.
A parade skirts the fine beach, and above it, on a rocky
headland, are the ruins of a Castle. Near Abe
is the romantic spot known as the Devil's Bridge—
a gorge of the river Rheidol spanned, not by one bridge,
but by three, the lowest being the oldest. The scenery
of the gorge, with its splendid waterfall, is magnificent.
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You can always get The Latest in HATS,
CAPS, SHIRTS, TIES, “ete. wic. wo

>*POWELL’S

Bargoed's Leading Outfitter and

Gentlemen's Mercer

TAILOR MADE SUITS from 37/6—Perfect Fit Guaranteed
Agont for ROKEBY SHIRTS and STELLA UNDERWEAR

JOIN OUR CLOTHING OLUB

LR L LS L L LS R R T T T B e pa——,

NOTE ADDRESS—

26 HANBURY RD., BARGOED
(Opposite  Police Station).

South Wales Tyre
Re-Rubbering Co. Ltd.

St. Andrews Place,
CARDIFF.

Specialists in all Tyre and Tube Work,

Fully nqnip?ul to Repair and Re-rubber all sizes of

including Giant Pneumatics from 6" 10 9°

Section, by the latest dry steam process. Maximum
mileages obtained.

Telephone: Cardiff 4163, Telephone : Penarth 461.




' CAPEL BREST

House Furnisher.

Chaice selection of Bedsteads in Wood and

the New Nickel and Grey: Bedroom and
Dining Room g:niln.

Linoleums, Carpets and Rugs in Variety,
Dressers in Oak and Deal for the Kitchen.

CASH OR EASY PAYMENTS

Established 1903

HIGH ST.——ABERCARN

DON'T NEGLECT THE WALLS

A room well papered

is half furnished ::

VISIT US AND LET US ADVISE YOU

Largest stock of Up-to-date
Wallpapers in the Valleys

SOUTHCOTTS— Decorators

ABERCARN AND EBBW VALE
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On C:; n;d h;muf{‘rf:} Lorry, Bus or Van, Ilu
cusential g ‘s of satisfactory tyre performance —
found in greatest measure in

COODSTEAR

.. -

Fectories in England, Australis, Canada and U.S.A.

46




ESTABLISHED 1855

T. H. POOLE & SONS

—— |ronmongers ——
General Hardware Dealers

50 & 51 TREDEGAR STREET
RISCA, Mon.

Guenes J, A, THOMAS ™~

Free

Upholsterer and Furniture Repairer.

Large selection of New and Used Furniture in Stock.
THE MARKET SALE ROOMS - - RISCA

-

Best Quality at Lowest Prices.  SAVE YOUR BUS
FARE and Shop st— ——

MORGAN'S

——— GROCER ——
First-Class Saloon Car for Hire.
COUNTY STORES = - PENTWYHNMAWR
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DAN ROBERTS

: ila Groceries

and Provisions

Specialist in finest Wiltshire Bacon.

Quality—The HIGHEST, Prices—The LOWEST.,
Service—The BEST.

Central Stores, Tredegar Street,
RISCA, Mon.

W. Jerman & Son

BUILDERS and
CONTRACTORS

Shop Front Fitting our
Speciality.

ESTIMATES MORTAR AND TIMBER
FREE SUPPLIED

24 Bridge Street, RISCA. Mon.
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The UMBRELLA SHOP

Thﬂm\'ilul in Umbrellas, Walking Sticks,
Repairs and Re-covers cheaply and
-ﬂ:inllrﬂrnqdn-lnnthl‘mm

10 CLARENCE PLACE - NEWPORT
(Next to Technical Schooll

For Clean and Healthy Foods for your Dumb Animals. Cage Birds,
Pouliry. ete., you must Buy st

THE *‘BEEHIVE"
BLACKWOOD. Phone 55

Tey l-' “PEDIGREE” GARDEN SEEDS We Stack Every-
thing bor the Garden, including every bind of Chemical Manures
Deliveries o all paris.

For GROCERIES and PROVISIONS
of BEST QUALITY

you cannot equal

T. S. JERMINE

Stafford House, Maindee Road,
CWMFELINFACH.

WILTSHIRE BACON ALWAYS IN STOCK.
OUR TEAS are Blended to suit the Waters of the District.




MORGAN J. REES & €0, ™ Popwiar treamengers

ONLY BEST QUALITY GOODS S0LD.

Clhlrl'-.. 'l":ll Paper. Glaws and Elu; Good Clas FURNITURE
sobd for CASH.
Plesine Note the Address

The Popular Ironmongers and Furnishers, CWMFELINFACH,

(Late Abercarn Shag)
CWMFELINFACH YNYSDDU

FOR WELL - TAILORED SUITS
FOR FASHIONABLE STYLES
FOR STYLES OF YOUR OWN

For HIGH-CLASS GROCERIES and PROVISIONS

SAM YEO

Everything of the BEST only, Satisfuction Guaraniesd.
Promp and Persomal Attention

ROYAL STORES WATTSVILLE, Mon,

ALFRED CHASTON

AUSTIN AND MORRIS DEALER
AND SERVICE DEPOT

.h-ll-rnl'nlh-“ makes of Cary snd Motor
Cycles. Hepairs and ﬂrn‘huh Exchanpes

BLACKWOOD, H-, Telephone 66
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Hall Lewis
Coachwork

affords superior passenger
transportation, with luxur-
ious riding comfort,
attractive design, proven
dependability and low
operating costs.

HALL, LEWIS

& CO. LTD.
COACHBUILDERS,

Park Royal, LONDON, x.w.10

"Phone: WILLESDEN 3841.

e
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DUTCH CAFE

Proprietor: K. LLOYD

HIGH-CLASS CONFECTIONER, COOKED MEAT
SPECIALIST AND DAIRYMAN,

“"Orade A" Milk & Specialiiy. Deliveries iwies daily, Parties
catered for st shortest notice. Excellent Service.

ABERCARN.

Telephone 37

"E. ROWLAND

Qpbibalmic Optician
ABERCARN
THE MOST CAREFUL ATTENTION 1S DEVOTED TO

EVERY CASE. AND A FULL AND THOROUGH
EXAMINATION IS GUARANTEED

When visiting CROSS KEYS call in at
COLLINS' BILLIARD HALL

for TEAS, CONFECTIONERY, ICES, etc.
4 First-class Billiard Tables,

THE BILLIARD HALL - - CROSS KEYS.

OLDSAMSERVICE  CAR i MIRELESS RATTERY
W. J. FISHBOURNE
Electrical Engineer and Contractor.

E mm All Makes of Wireless Sets
and - Vacuum Cleansrs for Hire

7 TYNEWYDD ROAD :: NEWBRIDGE.




LEWIS & JAMES LIMITED

WESTERN VALLEY S

OMNIBUS SERVICES
CROSSKEYS. Mon.

TELEPHONE 6

Application Form for Party

Name of School, Church, Works, Club, Society, etc.
Name and Address of Applicant

Proposed Date of Trip

Proposed Time of Departure

From

To

Number of Party : Adults Children
Other Information




OUR “DE LUXE" COACHES.

To enter into an adequate description of our
“ De Luxe" Motor Coaches would entail too much
space, but we feel that patrons should be given an
introduction to the vehicle in which they will be taking
their journey.

Stripped of technical terms, the coach presents a
graceful and artistic appearance, in which line, colour
and dimensions blend. A beautiful exterior is enhanced
by the provision of every possible comfort in the internal
construction.

The body is extremely well sprung, and its low
loading line gives a grateful feeling of additional comfort.
Accommodation provides for twenty-four passengers,
cach seated in an armchair, with foot rests, rug rails,
ash trays, and a table is also fitted at the rear end. Two
entrance doors are fitted, one at the forward end and
one at the rear end. The upholstery is of the finest
hand-buffed leather, and the floor is covered with
linoleum. When open, the hood fits into a coach-built
back, and to close up the coach, for night travelling or
inclement weather, the hood is drawn along runners
over the window supports. The windows can be let
down independently by the passengers themselves.

The coaches are smooth-running, the absence of
vibration or noise being remarkable. The drivers are
first-class men, with long experience, and are chosen for
their ability and courteousness.

One oFf THE “ Dz Luxs” Mortor COACHES OF THE
WesTern Varreys MoTor SeRvICES.
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DAWES FOR WELDING

ESTABLISHED 1921.

Scientific Repairs guaranteed in Aluminium,

Cast Iron, etc., ete. No job too difficult.

The finest plant in the district, and our much
coveted experience is at your disposal.

NEWPORT WELDING DEPOT
EBENEZER TERRACE, NEWPORT, Mon.

"Phone 3obd. Privaie 412%.

Proprietor . - . CYRIL P. DAWES

Instructor Tnhﬂfh*ﬁn uui Inatit "‘ e Late Foreman

-

R. J WILLIAMS

i
Claranu Canug
and Motor Works :

wvsennss Established 1904 mu.m'

Maotor Bodies made and Fitted to any make of Chassis.

CARS RE-PAINTED IN COACH I"ll'ﬂSH OR
THE UP-TO-DATE METHOD OF

CELLULOSE LACQUER
CARS UPHOLSTERED AND HOODS RE-COVERED.

41 CLARENCE PLACE. NEWPORT
PHONE 2700.




WILDING'S

1911 Led. =

The Firm with 55 years’ Reputation for
VALUE, SERVICE and COURTESY

EVERYTHING in CLOTHING and COMPLETE
OUTFITTING for FATHER and SON ——

Largest SCHOOL OUTFITTERS for
Boys and Girls out of London

(Head Establishmens)

173 COMMERCIAL STREET, NEWPORT

Telephone 19095,
ANCH Newbridie. vpool, § i '
Fl"lﬂﬂ. Eﬁ:m.nﬂliﬂm Slprrllh MHTH"-E‘II‘"E";?

Phone 52 Phone 32

DUNN'S GARAGE

MOTOR ENGINEERS

w ke of Car, Lorry or Cycle.
Our Im:li::'mkﬁ‘ ﬂ‘.-;T "’: l'l-ll"hl: our work
Battery ¢ on the premises.

GLADSTONE STREET CROSS KEYS

IF YOU ARE CRITICAL

Buy your Bacon and Butter
From
DAN JONES

CARMARTHEN STORES
GLADSTONE STREET CROSS KEYS




ENGLISH AND FOREIGN

PLATE AND SHEET GLASS
MERCHANTS.

PLATE GLASS REPLACEMENTS

CARRIED OUT

IN ANY PART OF MONMOUTHSHIRE AND
SOUTH WALES.
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VILE BROS

L] ]

2, =
KRN

THE “KIDDIES'” PHOTOGRAPHER—

Make an appointment NOW | and have the
Family Group taken while the children
are young.

J. E. SPRUCE -

Specialist in Child Photography

Wedding and Family Groups. Miniatures.
Commercial work given immediate attantion,

Take advantage of the Selling Power of a Photograph
over a descriptive letter, '

2 COMMERCIAL STREET, RISCA, Mon,
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